Trends in temporomandibular joint surgery: economic implications and complications.
A 5-year retrospective study of 103 patient records was undertaken. It analyzed the trend toward outpatient surgical management of patients requiring temporomandibular joint arthroplasties and determined the relative economic value and complication rate associated with this trend. Complication rates were not significantly different during the 5-year study interval, and comparative costs to the patient showed a 26% reduction for the 5-year interval.